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OF  THE 

fJEDICAIi  OFFIGEH  OF  HEAETH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1898. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Mot  tram 

Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


Mottram, 

February  lOtli,  1899. 


I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  as 
to  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  your  District 
during  the  past  year,  together  with  the  usual  statistics 
of  the  sickness  and  mortality  on  Tables  A  and  B 


supplied  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Population— Census,  1891  .  3,270 

„  Estimated  to  middle  of  1898  ...  3,404 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living  . . .  26*7 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living .  16*7 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  .  *5 

Death  Rate  of  Children  under  1  year  per 

1,000  Registered  Births  .  164*8 


BIRTH-RATE. — During  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1898,  91  births  (48  males  and  43  females)  have  been 
registered,  this  being  equal  to  a  birth-rate  of  26*7  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  90  births, 
and  a  birth-rate  of  26*4  in  the  year  1897. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  births  and 
the  birth-rate  since  the  year  1894 : — 
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Year. 

Number  of 
Births. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

Population. 

1894 

72 

22*0 

3270 

1895 

99 

20*2 

3270 

1896 

83 

25*3 

3270 

1897 

90 

26*4 

Estimated  3404 

1898 

91 

267 

„  3404 

DEATH-RATE. — The  number  of  deaths,  at  all  ages 
and  from  all  causes,  during  the  year  was  57  (29  males 
and  28  females),  being  equivalent  to  a  death-rate  of 
16*7  per  1,000  inhabitants,  as  against  60  deaths,  and  a 
death-rate  of  17*6  per  1,000  last  year. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  deaths 
and  the  death-rate  for  the  past  five  years  : — 


Year. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Eate  per 
1,000. 

Infant 

Mortality 

under 

1  Year. 

Rate  per 
1,000. 

Population. 

1894 

59 

18-0 

17 

5  1 

3270 

1895 

50 

15-2 

12 

6‘6 

3270 

1896 

74 

22-6 

22 

6*7 

3270 

1897 

60 

17-6 

11 

3-2 

3104 

1898 

57 

16-7 

15 

4-4 

3404 
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Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  15  occurred  to 
Children  under  1  year  ;  6  between  1  and  5  ;  3  between 
5  and  15  ;  1  between  15  and  25  ;  18  between  25  and  65 ; 
and  14  above  65  years  of  age. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES.— Thirty  two  cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases  havd  been  notified  during  the  past 
year,  viz  :  Scarlet  Fever  19,  Typhoid  Fever  9,  Erysipelas 
3,  and  Membranous  Croup  1.  Two  deaths  occurred  from 
diseases  of  this  class,  1  Typhoid,  and  1  Scarlet  Fever. 

SCARLET  FEVER.— The  commencing  of  the  out¬ 
break  of  this  disease  occurred  in  the  latter  part  of 
January,  and  was  the  fringe  of  a  fairly  widespread 
epidemic,  having  its  infecting  centre  at  Brookfield,  and 
ultimately  spreading  to  the  adjoining  townships,^ 
including  Glossop,  Hadfield,  Hollingworth,  and  the 
lower  part  of  Mottram  Moor  in  your  district,  and  con- 
-^inued  until  early  in  Ax3ril.  Early  in  September,  it  re¬ 
appeared  in  a  house  on  Stalybridge-road.  This  child 
was  infected  by  another  child  that  develofied  Scarlet 
Fever,  after  his  .’eturn  from  a  visit  to  some  friends  at 
Glossop.  It  was  of  such  a  mild  type  that  he  was  only 
slightly  ill  for  a  day,  and  as  no  rash  was  observed  by 
the  parents,  it  was  not  until  desquamation  occurred, 
that  the  real  nature  of  the  illness  was  discovered. 
This  however  proved  too  late,  as  he  had  already 
infected  several  others,  and  from  this  source  9  children 
in  the  immediate  locality  were  attacked. 

TYPHOID — In  the  middle  of  September  a  case  of 
typhoid  was  notified  on  Stalyhridge-road.  This  boy 
rv  sided  with  relations  in  Mottram,  but  had  been 
spending  a  few  weeks  with  his  parents  at  Stalyhridge, 
where  a  number  of  cases  of  the  disease  existed  at 
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the  time  in  the  same  street.  This  case  was  of  a  very 
severe  type  and  proved  fatal. 

Three  other  cases  were  notified  in  October,  3  in 
November,  and  2  in  December. 

These  cases  were  part  of  an  outbreak  that  occurred 
in  Hollingworth,  and  was  due  to  contaminated  water 
at  Mersey  Mills,  where  most  of  these  persons  worked 
As  soon  as  the  suspicious  nature  of  the  water  was 
made  known  to  Mr.  Rhodes,  he  immediately  ordered 
the  discontinuance  of  its  use  for  drinking  purposes. 
Since  my  special  report  to  you  on  this  matter,  Mr. 
Rhodes  had  the  water  analysed.  I  have  not  seen  the 
analyst’s  report,  but  understand  the  result  of  the 
sample  sent  was  not  unsatisfactory,  but  unfortunately 
an  ordinary  analysis  does  not  reveal  the  presence  of 
micro-organisms,  whether  pathogenic  or  otherwise. 
The  position  and  surroundings  of  the  water  supply 
is  the  best  guide  as  to  its  probable  contamination, 
and  the  relative  position  of  the  well  and  the  river 
(which  higher  up  receives  the  sewage  of  Hadfield  and 
Padfield)  must  always  be  a  source  of  danger.  Mr. 
Rhodes,  with  commendable  promptness,  and  consider- 
tion  for  his  workpeople,  rather  than  run  any  further 
risk,  had  the  mill  supplied  with  the  town’s  water. 

This  action  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Rhodes  has  also 
induced  Mr.  Dalton  to  put  the  town’s  water  into  his 
works,  as  the  supply  to  his  employes  was  obtained 
from  a  shallow  well  in  a  meadow  adjoining  the  works, 
and  could  scarcely  fail  to  be  contaminated  with  more 
or  less  manurial  impurities. 

ERYSIPELAS  AND  CROUP. —Three  cases  of 
Erysipelas  and  1  of  Croup  occurred  during  the  year, 
hut  no  sanitary  defects  were  discovered  to  account 
for  their  origin. 
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ISOLATION  &  DISINFECTION.— This  matter  has 
been  carried  out  as  far  as  possible,  disinfectants  being 
gratuitously  supplied  by  the  Authority  on  application, 
and  the  houses  and  bedding  disinfected  by  your 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — The  Water  Supply  continues 
to  be  abundant,  and  of  good  quality. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — There  are  no  Milk  Shops,  the 
supply  bein  >•  obtained  from  the  surrounding  farms. 

COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES,  &c.— These  places,  like 
those  in  the  adjoining  districts,  have  received  more 
than  usual  attention.  Many  of  them  are  deficient  in 
light,  ventilation,  proper  drainage,  and  cubic  capacity. 
Much  improvement  is  needed  in  this  direction,  since  it 
has  been  ascertained,  beyond  doubt,  that  infected 
milk,  from  tuberculous  cows,  is  a  source  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  in  children.  A  great  deal  of  this  disease 
in  cows  could  be  prevented  by  a  better  sanitary 
condition  of  their  habitations. 

SEWERING. — The  Out-fall  Works  are  working 
most  satisfactorily,  the  effluent  being  very  clear. 

STRUCTURAL  WORK.— A  good  deal  of  Structural 
Work  has  been  done  on  the  properties  that  were 
reported  to  you  as  being  deficient  in  Closet  Accom¬ 
modation,  and  Closets  that  were  either  condemned  or 
required  attention  have  been  re-constructed  and 
roofed.  The  following  are  the  principal  properties  on 
which  these  alterations  and  improvements  have  been 
made : — Two  new  closets  at  Lane  Ends  ;  2  on  Mr. 
Dawber’s  property,  New-road,  in  place  of  the  former 
ones  condemned ;  new  midden  on  Mrs,  Thatcher’s 
property;  1  new  closet  in  Church-brow;  6  additional 
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closets  on  the  property  of  the  Broadbottom  Mills  Co., 
where  there  was  insufficient  accommodation.  The 
drains  at  the  Mudd  Farm  and  adjacent  property  on 
the  Mudd  have  been  re-constructed.  Two  additional 
closets  havs  been  erected  in  King-street,  2  in  Market- 
street,  and  ashpit  covered  over ;  new  covered  ashpit 
on  Mr.  Dewsnap’s  property  in  Bank-street,  and  2  new 
closets  and  covered  middens  on  Bromley’s  property 
Cross-street. 

LODGING-HOUSES. — There  is  only  one  common 
Lodging-house,  and  this  has  always  been  found  clean 
and  in  good  order. 

NOXIOUS  TRADES.  —  No  Noxious  Trades  are 
carried  on  in  the  District. 

INSPECTIONS. — Your  Inspect  or  and  I  have  made 
periodical  inspections  of  the  District,  including 
slaughter-houses,  dwelling-houses,  &c.,  and  where 
insanitary  conditions  have  been  found,  your  Inspector 
has  issued  notices  to  the  owners  of  the  property  to 
have  them  remedied. 

NUISANCE  ABATEMENTS.— Your  Inspector  has 
superintended  the  laying  of  new  drains,  and  attended 
to  the  clearing  of  choked  drains,  emptying  of  middenS) 
and  the  removal  of  all  nuisances  that  came  under  his 
observation. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


W.  E.  S.  BURNETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


